
Balquhidder Kirk

at the heart of our 
communities



Balquhidder Kirk Survey
In April 2022 a survey was conducted to establish:-

1. The total community footfall at Balquhidder Kirk in a typical year, for both 
minister-led services and other activities and events.

2. The level of community support for retaining the building as a church.

3. The level of community support for continued provision of ministerial 
services.

4. Interest from the community in getting involved with the church moving 
forwards.

5. The level of community support for specific suggested initiatives to 
increase footfall and usage.

6. Further ideas and suggestions on ways to make the church more visible and 
accessible to the community and/or visitors.



Circulation and Responses

The survey was circulated to 
residents of the three villages of 
Strathyre, Lochearnhead and 
Balquhidder which are served by the 
Kirk.

121 responses were received



Total Annual Footfall
The survey results reported that, in a typical year, the total measured 

footfall at Balquhidder Kirk, by both community and visitors was:-

• 1983 community attendances at minister-led services & events (** breakdown below)

• 332 community attendances at other events in the church

• 2300 visitors signing the visitor book at the Kirk

In addition, it is estimated that only 50% of visitors sign the visitor book, so a 
further 2300 visitors have been added to the measured total above, giving:-

6915 total annual footfall

** Breakdown of data, reporting community attendances at minister-led services & events per year

For Weekly 
Worship

For
Weddings

For
Funerals

For 
Baptisms

For Seasonal 
Services

1362 92 190 98 241



Community Support

93%
of survey respondents stated 
that they wish the building to 
remain as a church, accessible 

to visitors and the local 
community.

93%
of survey respondents stated that 

they wish to see the continued 
provision of minister-led worship, 
baptisms, funerals, weddings and 

seasonal services.

53%
of survey respondents 

stated that they wish to get 
involved with future church 

activity going forwards.



Support for New Initiatives
When asked to indicate support for suggested initiatives that might increase kirk 

footfall the survey responses were:-

67% in favour 
of a Sunday 

School/ Youth 
Club

89% in favour 
of a Cafe 
Church

31% in favour 
of Bible 

Study/Prayer 
Groups

72% in favour 
of Community 

Visiting



HISTORY
For more than 350 years a Kirk 
has stood as a physical and 
spiritual centre in Balquhidder, 
supporting the growth and 
development of our small rural 
community in worship, 
celebrations and gatherings.

SUPPORT
The findings of this research 
survey demonstrates 

overwhelming support and 
strength of feeling by the 

community for retaining the 
church as part of life in 
Balquhidder.

OUR PROPOSAL
The community understands the modern challenges 
facing the Church or Scotland in providing continued 
ministerial services however, we strongly believe that if 
provided with the opportunity to work alongside 

presbytery, together we can find a way to develop 
community led worship opportunities and increase the 
usage and financial sustainability of the building, to 

retain what represents an important symbol of 
Christianity, Community and History…

Our Summary



Balquhidder
striving to retain our heritage 

as we work to shape our future


